APPENDIX  II
edited by W. R. Hadwen, M.D., and published by Swan Sonnenschein and Co., 1905. The following is a quotation. It is a letter from the eminent specialist Dr. Forbes Winslow, in September, 1903.
" All the appearances of death may be so strikingly displayed in a person in a cataleptic condition that it is quite possible for burial to take place while life is not extinct. Cases of persons being buried alive occur in England much more frequently, I dare say, than is generally supposed. I do not consider that the ordinary tests employed to ascertain that life is extinct are sufficient. I maintain that the only satisfactory proof of death is putrefaction. Trance sleep is a morbid form of sleep and has often been mistaken for death. In trance sleep there appears to be the same suspension of all animal and organic functions which takes place in hybernation, but the hemispherical ganglia, continue in active operation."
Then .Dr. Forbes Winslow gives a case in his own Experience of simulation of death where he saved the lady from being buried alive.
Innumerable cases of apparent death are given in this book, not old cases, but those occurring during the nineteenth century up to the end, completely certified and proved ; this shows that even now with fully qualified and up-to-date doctors such mistakes are still possible. Where there are no doctors they are naturally still more common. It is one of the reasons for Cremation Societies that their process